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midst of long journeys, and obviate fatigue upon
returning. At their feasts, where they assemble by
the hundred, all the dishes are announced, one by one;
and at each the answer is made in a loud and strong
voice, with this expression of thanks: ‘‘ oh, oh,”’—
uttered with an H, which the Italians would pro-
nounce with difficulty. There is singing for whole
hours before eating. One sings, and all respond in
a strong voice, from the chest, in measured time:
‘“oh, oh.” But they succeed one another in the
song; and he who has taken some wild beast, or who
makes the feast, does not eat of it, but either sings
or talks while the others partake thereof. Before
knowing the Europeans, as they had no kettles for
cooking victuals, especially on their journeys, they
made a ditch in the earth, and filled it with water,
which they caused to boil by cooling in it a number
of stones, first heated red-hot for this purpose. They
have not such a variety of dances as we have, but
these are more grave than ours,— which they praise
for dexterity, but regard them as too frivolous for
men. This fault cannot be imputed to them; since,
even as young men, they accustom themselves to
perhaps a too serious maturity.

[12] Their Marriages are similar to those of the
ancient Jews: the brother quite commonly taking the
deceased brother’s wife,—never contracting marriage
with blood-relatives, however distant, but always
preferring affinity to any other connection. The man
endows the Woman, who bears the whole burden of
the house, cultivates the fields, cuts and carries the
firewood, does the cooking, and loads herself, on the
journeys, with provisions, etc., for the husband.
The part of the men is only war, hunting, fishing,



